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'We have turned a 
corner f ina n ci ally-' 

Doug Horner, former 

minister of finance 


2014 


'The first quarter 
update highlights the 
difficult choices we 
have ahead.,/ 

JoeCeci 

2PI :mmister of finance^^ 


2015 


INTO THE 

DEPTHS 

Alberta's deficit expected 
to grow by millions — 
then billions—beyond 
earlier estimates 

metroNEWS 


'It'S a lot. It'S a 
helluva lot of 
money,' 


Joe Ceci 


2016 


$5.4B 
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2017 ? 

$1(X4B 


Mayor wants 
future LRTs to 
avoid traffic 


CONGESTION 

Spend more tor 
bridges, tunnels 
at intersections, 
says Iveson 

P Ryan 
Tumilty 

Metro I Edmonton 

Mayor Don Iveson hopes future 
LRT lines dip under or climb 
over major intersections to 
avoid traffic snarls the current 
lines cause. 

The city endorsed the basic 
principles of the future LRT sys- 
lem during a transportation 
committee meeting Wednesday, 
including a maxim that lines go 
at street level to minimize cost. 

But while Iveson said he sup¬ 
ports that, he added avoiding 
traffic tie-ups may be worth the 
additional spending in some 
cases. 


“We made some decisions 
on the cheap in the past that 
were, 1 think, ill advised," he 
said, pointing to both the Uni¬ 
versity Avenue LRT crossing and 
the Metro line as examples. 

Iveson said the city’s future 
LRT should mu at street level, 
but there might be intersec¬ 
tions where spending more on 
tunnels or bridges would also 
make se use. 

Adam Laughlin, the city's act¬ 
ing general manager for the new 
Integrated infrastructure Servi¬ 
ces department, said LK IT plans 
laigely involve street-level cross¬ 
ings. but administration could 
present council with options. 

“We really need to do a robust 
analysis on the benefits of grade 
separation,” he said. 

But Laughlin told councillors 
that tunning LRT underground 
can cost between five and 10 
times as much, while running 
on elevated tracks over roads 
can run between three and five 
times more expensive. 
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Your essential daily news Ban on growing medical marijuana struck down; pharmacies jump at chance to dispense legal pot. Canada 
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It Is alleged that Mouv ad Aytour and Saed Teeti of Calgary memorized their victims' pin codes when they purchased! movie 

tickets. KEVIN ILOft&'FOAM&TfcO 


The pair were laki ng older men 
they met online out for what 
sounded like the perfect first 
date: a movie first and then an 
intimate evening at home. 

But as Edmonton police said 
Wednesday, these dates were 
far from perfect for the unwit¬ 
ting victims, instead they were 
frauds that led to an estimated 
580,000 stolen from older gay 
men in Edmonton, Calgary and 
Vancouver. 

Monrad Aytour, -12. and Saed 
Teeti. 3G — "both from Calgary 
— were arrested on Eeb. IS by 
the Edmonton Police Service's 
cybercrime unit, along with 
members of the Calgary police, 
in two separate southwe st Cal¬ 
gary residences. 

The duo faces eight counts 
each of fraud and theft. 

Police said the two men 
would memorize their dates' 
debit or credit PIN as they pur¬ 
chased movie tickets. 

They would then observe the 
codes a second time after ask¬ 
ing their companions to refund 
the tickets, Later in the evening, 
they would allegedly steal their 
victims' cards from their wallet 
and disappear. 

"In January 2016. the Edmon¬ 
ton police w r as approached by a 


male complainant who believed 
he was defrauded $ 1,000 after he 
met with the accused through 
an online dating website that is 
frequented by older gay males," 
said Const. Chris Lievv of the 
cybencrimes unit. 

She said further investigation 
with Calgary and Vancouver po¬ 
lice led to the discovery there 
were similar complainants, all 


aged 55 and up, who’d met Ayto¬ 
ur and Teed on dating websites. 

In Edmonton, four men were 
defrauded of about 342,000 in 
total. Lour Calgary complain¬ 
ants lost about 520.000. while 
another six to eight complain¬ 
ants in Vancouver also had about 
520,000 stolen. 

Lievv said she expects there 
could be up to 20 more victims 


in Alberta and B.C., and is en¬ 
couraging them to come for¬ 
ward to the police, despite the 
fact that some victims may be 
following a “discreet lifestyle" 
they keep from their families. 

“One of the reasons why w r e 
believe the accused targeted 
this demographic is because 
they believed the complainants 
would be less willing to come 


forward with the information 
once they found out they'd been 
defrauded." Lievv said. 

One of the aliases the accused 
allegedly used was "Romano * 
Liew r said. 

Jt is also alleged that the ac¬ 
cused would take victims out for 
a coffee to observe pin codes, 
and in one case, used the date 
rape drug GHE. 


Dating fraud exposed 


CRIME 


More than 
$80,000 stolen 
from several 
older gay men 



CONTRACT 

Doctors 
talk with 
province 

© scr 

^ For Metro ] C a Icjmry 

New talks between doctors and 
the government could mean 
for a change in health-care 
delivery sometime this year, 
according to Alberta Medical 
Association (AMA) president 
Carl Nohr. 

The government and the 
AMA have up until March 201S 
to hash out a new contract. 

They're having early discus¬ 
sions about the future of the 
health-care system in the in¬ 
terest of making progress on 
the formal negotiations ahead. 

On the table are such things 
as the delivery of health-care 
services and physician com¬ 
pensation in the midst of an 
economic slowdown. 

Jn 2015, the government 
indicated it was making 
streamlining things to address 
the growing cost of health 
care. 

Alberta's health-care spend¬ 
ing has increased 5.8 per 
cent annually over the past 
20 years. 

Nohr said they're exploring 
fee-for-service models that 
could affect family doctors 
and teachers. 

He said the agreement will 
look at how doctors can pro¬ 
vide patients with the best ad¬ 
vice for their clinical problem 
and ensure cost efficiency. 

He said he's heard concerns 
from members who want the 
agreement to be maintained. 
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‘Once -in- a-generation’ feat 



Finance Minister Joe Ceci prepores to deliver tough economic news in the province's first- 
quarter fiscal outlook Wednesday, thecanaumi mess 


BUDGET 

Joe Ceci drops 
$jB bombshell 
on province’s 
fiscal outlook 

Alberta Finance Minister Joe 
Ceci says the prolonged cra¬ 
tering of world oil prices is 
expected to saddle his province 
with a 310.4-billion deficit in 
the next budget. 

"It's a lot. It’s a helluva lot 
of money,” Ceci admitted at a 
legislature news conference 
Wednesday. 

“That is simply the reality 
of our circumstances.’' 

In last fall's budget, the prov¬ 
ince projected a $5.4-billion 
deficit for the 2016-17 fiscal 
year. Ceci said the new S5-bii- 
lion figure would be on top 
of that. 

“This is the steepest and 
most prolonged slide in oil 
prices in recent history, drop¬ 
ping more than 70 per cent 
in the last year-and-a-half.” 
he said. 

“Projections fora quick re¬ 
covery have proven wrong. 
This is a once-in-a-generation 


challenge.” 

Oil and gas have long been 
the mainspring of Alberta’s 
economy, delivering multibil- 
lion-dollar surpluses earlier 
this decade. 

But the benchmark price 
for oil has fallen from a high 
of more than 5100 US a barrel 
in June 2014 to around $30 
US today. 

Every $1 drop iu the average 


© 

Projections for a 
quick recovery 
have proven wrong. 

Joe Ceci 

price of oil over the course of a 
year drains 517G million from 
Alberta’s coffers. 


Ceci also said he can no 
longer promise to balance 
the books by 2020 and added 
he can't set a new target date 
for when that might happen. 

He emphasized the prov¬ 
ince will stick to its plans to 
avoid cuts in front-line jobs 
and critical services, to find 
savings where possible and 
to take on debt to create jobs 
in the construction of roads. 


schools, and hospitals. * 

“We won't respond w r ith ' 
knee-jerk nits to make a bad • 
situation even worse.” ' 

The government won’t ere- * 
ate new taxes, increase existing ' 
ones or introduce a provincial * 
sales tax, he said, fsor are there ' 
plans to use any of the 519 b il- ■ 
lion in the Heritage Savings * 
Trust Fund to reduce some of ■ 
the red ink. * 

Alberta is now almost $19 ■ 
billion in debt. Most of that * 
money is being used for capital ■ 
projects. "Ihe plan is to con- ‘ 
tinue borrowing in the coming * 
years to pay for capital and, * 
if necessary, operating costs. * 
The debt by decade's end * 
had already been projected * 
to hit almost S48 billion, but * 
that was before Ceci’s S5-bil- * 
lion bombshell Wednesday. ' 
Geci said the 2016-17 budget * 
is to be introduced in early ' 
April, but he wouldn't give * 
a date. * 

Oil and gas investment is * 
expected to slow by 20 per ' 
cent in 2016. 

Alberta al so expects to see a \ 
net population outflow of 6,000 * 
to other parts of Canada this \ 
year — the first such decline * 
since 2010. the Canadian press \ 


SHORTFALL 

Alberta’s deficit, 
in perspective 

Finance Minister Joe Geci 
said Wednesday that next 
year's budget deficit could 
be $5 billion higher than the 
government first estimated — 
which would put it at 
$10.4 billion total. 

Those big numbers are hard 
to understand, so here's what 
they buy, in perspective: 

0 Health care — Tl £ 

extra deficit is about the 
same amount that Alberta 
i s budgeted to spend this 
fiscal year on all hospital- 
based care (excluding doctor 
salaries), at $5.3 bi lion, 

0 Advanced education— 

The extra deficit is roughly 
the same size as the entire 
budget Aiberta allocates to 
universities and colleges, 
at $54 billion. 

0 LRT — The deficit would 
buy a lot — a lot — of LRT 
for Edmonton. The full cost 
of the Valley Line from Mill 
Woods to Lewis Farms,, 
for exampfe, was last 
estimated at $3.4 billion. 

Add in the $655 million for 
the completed Metro Line 
and you still have nearly an 
extra billion, kietrc 
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Low Loonie could 
affect city budget 


ECONOMY 

Purchases of 
buses, police 
vehicles could 
be delayed 


C 1 

- -wl 


Ryan 

Tumilty 

Metro Edmonton 


A Canadian dollar currently 
worth just three quarters of an 
American dollar could have a 
big effect on some of the city's 
major purchases. 

Over the next three years, Ed¬ 
monton hud forecast to buy near¬ 
ly S70 million worth of transit 
buses, 515 million in new police 
vehicles and roughly S3 million 
worth of fire department equip¬ 
ment — from trucks to masks 
and breathing apparatuses. 

Many of those purchases trill 
have to be in USD. The city's chief 
financial officer. Todd Surge, said 
those purchases will be the big 
problem when it comes to the 
current exchange. 



The fall ing price of oil isn't Ed monton's on ly concern. The 
value of the Canadian dollar could affect big-ticket purchases 
in the futu re, ihl Canadian HiLsa 


"It's going to be transit buses 
and it’s going to be fire trucks," 1 
he said, The police commission, 
for example, is expected to ask 
for £2.7 million more for their 
proposed helicopter purchase 
because of the sinking Canadian 
dollar. Burge said there isn't 
much the city can do when the 
Canadian dollar tumbles, other 
than delay some purchases in the 
short term in hopes it recovers. 

"Your best hedge against the 


expenditure is going to be time 
and watching for the Canadian 
dollar to come back,” he said. 

Burge kidded the dtydoes have 
a U.S. dollar account, but there 
are limits to how much they can 
put in and not risk getting burnt 
on currency exchange rates. 

“We try to understand better 
when we are going to purchase 
and try to build up our U.S. dollar 
account, but it's a pretty tough 
thing to predict." 
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Police seeking to cut costs 
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Edmonton Police Chief Rod Knechtspeaks to city council about the police budget, met&o file 


CITY SERVICES 

Public surveys 
set to assess 
residents’ 
priorities 


^ Metro | Edmonton 

Edmonton police want to 
hear how you feel they should 
juggle their increasing ser¬ 
vice demands with a budget 
that’s been constrained by city 
council. 

Using the city’s web-based 
insight survey tool, a telephone 
survey and an upcoming town 
hall meetings, the police com¬ 
mission will ask Edmontonians 
what’s critical and what's not 
with their work. 

“It’s sort of a rigorous ef¬ 
fort to get the most public 
input that we possibly CEm," 
said Cathy Palmer, chair of 
the commission. 

The commission is planning 
five town halls on March 22, 
each in a different part of the 
city, with locations still to be 


determined. 

While Edmonton Police 
sought to add hundreds of of¬ 
ficers to their ranks over the 
next three years, council Eip- 
proved only SS.5 million of 
the $49.1 million they were 


hoping for. 

The police have fielded 
13,000 more calls in 2015 than 
in 2014, and have said they'll 
likely shift resources this year 
from special units to patrol 
teams to keep up with demand. 


That's a major factor behind 
the engagement, Palmer said, 
but police also must examine 
if their work aligns with what 
the public expects. 

“As times change, needs 
change in the city and it's 


As times change, 
needs change in 
the city, 

Cathy Palmer 


really looking at whether we 
are doing the right things," 
she said. 

The survey asks residents 
if police should be providing 
drug classes to students, doing 
paid duty at special events and 
even if the service still needs 
a pipe and drum band. 

i'almer said certain core ser¬ 
vices have to be responded to, 
but they need to hear from the 
public on others, 

“Public input on that is real¬ 
ly important. Where do citizens 
want to see the emphasis put 
beyond the obvious things'.- 1 " 
She said the service has al¬ 
ways looked for efficiencies, 
but this will be an added em¬ 
phasis. 

“The positive thing about 
lean times is that it often 
leads to a lot of innovation 
and improvement." 


0 IN BRIEF 

Better signage sought 

Court. Ben Henderson 
wants to know if getting 
people to slow down could 
be a matter of getting [let¬ 
ter signs. 

On Wednesday, Hen¬ 
derson asked for informa¬ 
tion on speed signage and 
possible improvements on 
two stretches of road in his 
ward; Whyte Avenue he 
tween 91 and 99 streets and 
101 Avenue between 50th 
and 84 streets- He said the 
city does plenty of enforce¬ 
ment in the area but still 
can't seem to slow people 
down. "If we are having that 
much trouble ... then my 
gut feeling is there is some¬ 
thing wrong with the sign- 
age T HVfirj iiiMIL r/W 1 Fit:- 

Woman convicted of 
accessing health records 

A woman has been con¬ 
victed of k no wi ngly ac- 
cessing information at an 
Edmonton health clinic 
where- she worked. Denise 
Touimeur pleaded guilty to 
wrongfully accessing health 
information on 44 occa¬ 
sions on seven different 
people at the Kaye Edmon¬ 
ton Clinic. Tourneur has 
bean fined $lj0DQ, .metro 
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The Winter Garden, scheduled to open in September, will host a 
large variety of community and corporate events. 

OOURIESy OILL.KS LN ILK f AlhMEhlT GROUP 


Exploring 
new events 


WINTER GARDEN 


The new downtown arena's 
Winter Garden, billed as the 
grand entrance to the facil¬ 
ity, could see conventions and 
music concerts on non-game 
day's. 

“We're in discussions — and 
this would be further out from 
the opening of Rogers Place — 
to eventually bring large events 
to Bdmontonand conventions. 
Winter Garden would certainly 
play a big role in becoming a 
trade show space." said Susan 
McDonald, general manager of 
Rogers Place. 

The multi-use public space, 
which is scheduled to open in 
September, will feature 1,250 


TV monitors, a giant score- 
board and video screen, and 
a 50-metre mosaic art piece. 

The main concourse will be 
above street level, with views 
of the downtown skyline. 

Larlier this week. Winter 
Garden and Rogers Place part¬ 
nered with concert promoter 
Live Nation to create more Live 
e ntertainment oppo rtunit ies. 

“Now that we have the part¬ 
nership. we're looking at, can 
we have a band playing in that 
space?" Carrington said, 
“We're also looking at do¬ 
ing community and corporate 
events in there, everything 
from receptions to dinner’s." 

Darlington said the Winter 
Garden space will also act as 
a “connector" for visitors, as 
it's connected to the LRJ and 
pedways, which link to park- 
ades and streets, 

“it's an incredibly exciting 
space. As a front door, there’s 
nothing like it in sports and 
entertainment that I've seen 
before. It's a really large space 
that’s going to be exciting for 
fans," Barrington said. 


Potential exists 
for concerts, 
conventions on 
non-game days 

Sanam 

Islam 

Metro I Edmonton 




Physicians urged to think 
about death requests 

The president of the 
Alberta Medical Association 
says its time for physicians 
in the province to focus 
on hew they will deal with 
patients who want help to 
die. 

Dr. Carl Nohr says the 
Supreme Court has ruled 
that assisted death is a 


patient's right by law, 
regardless of individual 
opinions. 

The Supreme Court 
has given the federal 
government until June 6 
to come up with a new law 
that recognizes the right of 
consenting a emits ensuring 
intolerable suffering to seek 
medical help in ending 
their lives. n-E Canadian =>sess 


MENTAL HEALTH 

Detection is key for developing kids: Experts 


"fl Jeremy 

Simes 

t For Metro ] Calgary 


If kids are treated for their men¬ 
tal health at a young age. there's 
a lesser chance they'll end up in 
detox centres in their teens, ac¬ 
cording to health experts. 

In the government's Mental 
Health Review, immediate rec¬ 
ommendations largely deal with 
treating addictions through new 
detox beds and developing an 


opiate addictions plan. 

Mirny Albertan families say 
they've navigated a fragmented 
system, unable to get the early, 
appropriate supports in schools 
and Family counselling. Some 
finally get support when their 
child is hospitalized. 

Though the report says it plans 
to improve mental health educa¬ 
tional programs in schools and 
new ways to access therapists 
among others, those recommen¬ 
dations plan to be implemented 
within one to four years. 


Health Minister Sarah Hoff¬ 
man pledged to implement all 
recommendations, though only 
when finances permit The gov¬ 
ernment also hasn't determined 
the cost of implementing the 
other recommendEitions. 

Associate Health Minister 
Brandy Payne sEiid the govern¬ 
ment chose the initial six due 
to their immediacy. 

“When we talk about early 
intervention and preventative 
care, that definitely speaks to 
both inter-ministerial and part¬ 


nerships in the communities as 
well as other sendee providers." 
she said, “tor us it's important 
to be working in collaboration 
inside and outside of government 
to make sure we move forward.'' 

Pat Rostouros, associate pro¬ 
fessor of child studies and sex¬ 
ual violence, said detox beds 
are needed but, if early inter¬ 
vention is effective, there's a 
greater chance the kid won’t 
turn to dmgs and alcohol: “The 
best intervention is working with 
the family." she said. 
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COUNSELLING 


Post-secondary bullying a problem: Expert 


fi 


Sanam 

Islam 

Metro | Edmonton 


Most people assume t hut bully¬ 
ing takes place only at the school 
level, but according to the North¬ 
ern Alberta Institute of Technol¬ 
ogy. it's also prevalent on post- 
secondary campuses. 

u 3t r s always been a problem, 
but it has been increasing in 
the last few vears." said Mar¬ 


garet Marean, associate chair 
of student counselling at MATT 

NATT held its first fink Shirt 
Day event aimed at raising 
awareness about bullying and 
providing resources for those 
who need help Wednesday. 

Students and staff wore pink 
shiits, and wrote anti-bullying 
messages on a whiteboard and 
on postcards. Counselling and 
health services staff also set up 
booths, 

Marean, who counsels IS to 
25-year-olds, said that bullying 


at the post-secondary level Looks 
different to bullying at primary 
schools. 

"There's no pushing, shoving, 
no bkitant name-calling. IDs be¬ 
ing left out of class groups, being 
subtly humiliated, being given 
the silent treatment, or having 
rumours spread about them.” 

She said social media has only 
made bullying worse. 

There’s a lot of subtle bully¬ 
ing going on on social media ... 
and it's very, very hurtful. It's 
much harder to nip in the bud 


when it's online* 

The effect, in some ways, is 
also wotse than it is for school- 
age children who experience it. 

"The support systems are dif¬ 
ferent for a child at school, who 
has family support to go home 
to,” Marean said. 

"if you're away from home, 
you may feel you have no one 
to turn to. And if you’ve been 
bullied as a child and continue 
to be at the post-secondary level, 
you may start believing you de¬ 
serve it. 1 " 
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BUILD YOUR SKILLS 

Explore your interests and build your skills with NAIT part-time winter course offerings. Choose from 
a variety of short, hands-on, trade and technology courses including plumbing, electrical, framing and 
painting. NAIT's flexible learning pathways include evening and weekend options. Whether you are 
looking at home improvement, want to develop new skills or just explore a new hobby, you' I find your fit 
at NAIT Continuing Education, 


Finish Your Basement Electr"ical [HQME1E01 

Feb 26-28 

Fri, 6:15 - 9:15 p-m and Sat & Sun, 8:15 am - 4 15 pm 
Fee: $400 

Intro to Electrical Estimating [ELTR3G51 

Feb 29-Mar 21 

IMou & Wed. 6:15 - 9:15 pm 
Fee: $500 

Finish Your Basement - Plumbing IH0ME1301 
(War 5-6 

5at & Sun, 8:30 am - 3:30 pm 
Fee: $320 

Visit nait.ca/ConEd for more 

information and to register. 

Enrol today. 


Finish Your Easement - Framing lHOMEIIG1 

Mar 11-13 

Fri. 6:15 - 10:15 pm and Sat k Sun, 8:00 am -6:00 pm 
Fee: $440 

Finish Your Basement- Spray Booth IHDME1511 
Mar 19 

Sat, 8:00 am - 2:30 pm 
l-ee: $180 


WE 

ARE 


ESSENTIAL 
TO ALBERTA 
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Glaciologist Martin Sharp holds one of the ice cores the 
University of Alberta currently has—a sample much smaller than 
the ones which will arrive in late 2016 or early 2017, 

KEVihl TUOHGtfFOfl METRO 

U of A scores 
old ice cores 

pies, containing remnants from 
the lost ice age—will be packed 
onto refrigerated trucks and driv¬ 
en across the country. 

Here, they’ll form the founda¬ 
tion for a new national facility 
open to researchers. 

It's something glaciologist 
Martin Sharp, a professor in the 
earth and atmospheric sciences, 
has been working towards for 
almost two year's. 

"1 had an interest in making 
sure the cores were not just let 
go, that they were still available 
for scientific use." he said. 

The Canadian government 
started collecting ice cores in 
the late 1960s and continued 
doing so, with the occasional 
assistance from universities, up 
until about 2005. While other 
countries have focused on Green¬ 
land and Antarctica, Sharp said 
this collection represents by far 
the largest collection of samples 
from the Canadian North. 

With one of the biggest group 
of scientists with experience 
working with cores in Canada, 
the U of A was a natural fit, 
isharp said. 


SCIENCE 


Ancient data, 
samples will 
bolster climate 
research 



Alex 

Boyd 

Metro | Edmonton 


The University of Alberta will 
become the new guardian of 
Canada’s oldest and coldest cli¬ 
mate records when its largest 
collection of ice cores arrives 
sometime in the next year. 

It's a move made possible by 
a $2.3 million grant from the 
Canadian Foundation of Innova¬ 
tion, which will pay for the con¬ 
struction of two new walk-in 
freezers and an analytical lab 
at the U of A. 

When construction finishes, 
the 1.7 kilometres of cores, cur¬ 
rently in storage in Ottawa— 
representing at least ID.OOQ years 
of Arc tic history, with some sam- 


@ CALGARY GREENWAY 


PCs appoint ca nd iriate for 
provincial bye lection 

The Progressive 
Conservatives have 
appointed a candidate to 
run in the Calgary Greenway 
provincial byelection. They 
selected Prabhdeep Singh 
to represent the party in 
the vote scheduled for 
March 22, 


Three other candidates 
were in the running to 
represent the Tories in the 
riding and a nomination 
meeting was scheduled for 
Saturday. The party says it 
decided to fast-track their 
selection after Premier 
Rachel Notley dropped the 
writ for the byelection on 
T u esd ay. the canadiam press 
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Campaign 
targets HIV 


HEALTH 

New infections 
in 2014 went up 
50 % over 2009 : 
Alberta Health 


Alex 

Boyd 

Metro I Edmonton 


paign, HIV Tonight, is a frank new 
campaign! trying to get HIV back 
on thie radar for a new generation. 

'"Sometimes public health or¬ 
ganizations just throw a cam¬ 
paign out there and it can seem 
a little sterile T said Brook Big¬ 
gin. HIV Edmonton's commun¬ 
ity educator. 

“Bat we'ie at queer events, I'm 
pairt of that community, I think 
guys realize that there's sincerity 
there.” he said. 



While the human immunodefi¬ 
ciency virus is no longer a death 
sentence, recent increases of HLV 
in Edmonton are troubling, an 
advocacy group says. 

According to Alberta Health, 
there were 104 
new infections in 
Edmonton in 2014, 
about a 50 percent 
increase over 2009. 

In Alberta, a 
third of new cases 
occur among men 
who have sex with 
men. 

"People say to 
us, HIV? Is that 
still a things And the answer is 
yes, it's very much a thing," said 
Laura Keegan, director of public 
engagement with HIV Edmonton. 

" Young people are maybe not 
talking about HIV, maybe not hav¬ 
ing that conversation," she said. 

HIV Edmonton's new cam- 


O 

If condoms 
alone could have 
stopped the AIDS 
crisis they would 
have by now. 

Brook Biggin 


The website includes, insinua¬ 
tion about HIV rates | illustrated 
by erect penis.es), testing and 
treatment. 

There's even an option to ask 
Biggin, who's HIV positive him¬ 
self, questions 
about his experi¬ 
ence. 

Biggin is clear 
it's not about 
stigmatizing the 
gay commun¬ 
ity, but says that 
each com muni ty 
needs a unique 
approach, 

*We need to 
understand the diverse sexual 
health needs of men who haw 
sex with men and respond with 
tailored options that work for 
them." he said. 

Men in Edmonton don't have 
sufficient access to HIV testing, 
he said. 



Brook Biggin is a Community Education Facilitator with the 
g rou p H i V Ed monton, kjevin ruQN&FQtt mctro 


IN BRIEF 


Province says it is committed 
to mental health supports 

The provincial government 
says it is aware of concerns 
from universities about 
mental health funding, 

In a statement to Metro, 
Health Minister Sarah 
Hoffman said she has 
shared the Council of 
Alberta University Students' 


recommendations, which 
Metro reported or Tuesday, 
with her department. 

"We will also take 
into account the many 
submissions made by 
stakeholders to the Mental 
Health Review committee." 
she saia in the emailed 
statement. 

AlEX aOVD/KIETRO 


DISCIPLINARY HEARING 

Ezra Levant wants to quit Alberta Law Society 


Outspoken political columnist 
Ezra Levant says he wants the 
Law r Society of Alberta to allow 
him to resign without any blem¬ 
ishes or findings of inappropri¬ 
ate behaviour on his record. 

Levant was scheduled to face 
a weeklong disciplinary hearing 
in front of the Law r Society be¬ 
ginning next week. But Levant 
says he will now be represented 
by his own lawyers at a resigna¬ 
tion healing instead. 

The case centres on a March 
2014 column headlined, “Next 


stop, crazy town," in which 
Levant criticized the Alberta 
Human Rights Commission's 
handling of a case involving 
a Muslim man who claimed 
discrimination when he was 
fired from his job as an electri¬ 
cian in Edmonton. The column 
ran in the Calgary Sun and its 
sister Sun newspapers across 
the country. 

The law society citations al¬ 
lege comments Levant made in 
the column were “inappropriate 
and unbecoming” for a lawyer 


and viokrte the Law Society of 
Alberta's code of conduct. 

Levant said in a telephone 
interview horn Stockholm on 
Wednesday that he will not at¬ 
tend next week’s hearing but 
would like the case to go away 
once and for all. 

“ lWenty-six nuisance com¬ 
plaints have been filed against 
me over the past eight years, 
26. and every one of them that 
has been considered has been 
dismissed. So that's 24 out of 
the 26 and there are two more 


that are outstanding and they 1 re 
junk complaints," said Levant, 
who no longer lives in Alberta 
and hasn't practised law r in 13 
years. 

“We are applying to have 
these thrown out and then 
Tm going to resign. Ton can't 
actually resign from the law r 
society without their permis¬ 
sion, which is a little quirk in 
our law,” he added. “I am not 
going to resign if there’s still a 
complaint pending.” 

THE CANADIAN R.ESS 
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3,200 PRIZES Cfc- flf 
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STARS 

H THIRTV YEARS OF CARE IN THE Aift 


WORTH MORE THAN 


$5.6 MILLION RETAIL 

DAYS LEFT 

TO EARLY BIRD 


TWO EARLY BIRD PRIZES STARS 3© 


PRIZE #1 


$100,000CASH 


CAR, VACATION AND CASH PACKAGE 


WORTH $77,927 RETAIL 


2016 AUDI 
QUATTRO COUPE, 
SEVEN NIGHTS FOR 
TWO ADULTS AT 
THE IBIS LONDON 
EARLS COURT i 
HOTEL, LONDON 


AND 


$5f000cASH 


|rclj.irtns rounrt Inpa rlnrc nrtH n Apr’ eabe laarr. Wfep c,r GlenraD-o Audi, £a:gary Xbcalinn r,iipp; r-rl ay UNK3I QFif- One Traor-., Fdnnrlnr 


starslotteryalberta.ca 1 -888-880-0992 

TICKETS ONLY $25 EACH, 3 FOR $60, 6 FOR $100 AND 18 FOR $250 

Please sec the webste far Full mles and regulations Sold in Alberta only. Latter? Licence N4-UD3B | LUCKV ST^RS 5&V5D Licence (F4ii5039 
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CARAMILK 

Defence 

staffer 

clarifies 

candy 

A Wikipedia page far the Cad- 
burv Lara milk bar was an- 

if 

onymcmsly edited by a tom- 
pnter with a Department of 
National Defence I.DND) Inter¬ 
net Protocol address, according 
to the Twitter handle 
Govern¬ 
ment of 
Canada 
Edits. The 
edit cor¬ 
rected the erroneous infor¬ 
mation that the confection is 
a chocolate bar. 

On the Cadbury Caraniilk 
page, the word "‘chocolate bar'"' 
was changed to “candy bar." 
I'he account dpgccaedits auto¬ 
matically tweets whenever 
somebody edits a Wikipedia 
page from a List of known Can¬ 
adian government IP addresses. 

“The Caramilk bar does not 
meet the legal definition of a 
chocolate bar... due to the use 
of vegetable oils in produc¬ 
tion,' 1 wrote the DND editor 
in a note about the revision. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 



Court gives green light 


REGULATION 

Ruling allows 
medical pot 
users to grow 
own cannabis 

Neal 

Hall 

For Metro 


A Federal Court judge has struck 
down the new medical mari¬ 
juana regulations put in place 
by the Conservative government 
in 2013. finding the new rules 
are unconstitutional. 

But Judge Michael Phelan has 
decided to suspend striking the 
ruling for six months to allow 
the federal government to craft 
new regulations. 

i'he landmark ruling means 
that the four B.C. plaintiffs in 
the case, heard in Vancouver 
last year, will be able to con¬ 
tinue growing their own med¬ 
ical marijuana. 

i'he new regulations were 
brought in by the Conservative 
government, forcing medical 
pot users to buy their marijuana 
from a commercial grower. 



Neil Allard of Nanaimo. E.C, 
and three other users launched 
their constitutional challenge 
two years ago, arguing buying 
from commercial growers is 
more expensive and made them 
choose between their health or 
their liberty, as they faced pos¬ 
sible jail time, if they continued 
growing their own. 

The court had previously 
granted an injunction against 
the new medical marijuana 
regulations, allowing the 
plaintiffs to continue grow¬ 
ing their own until a final 
ruling in the case. 

That injunction will re¬ 
main in place for the next six 
months. 

In the final ruling re¬ 
leased today, the judge 


decided the plaintiffs were en¬ 
titled to a declaration that their 
Section 7 Charter rights had 
been violated by the new regu¬ 
lations and was not justified. 

The ruling comes after a new 
federal government w r as elected 
and llime Minister Justin Tru¬ 
deau has promised to bring in 
legalization of marijuana, but 
has not yet drafted legislation. 

Today's court ruling will push 
the government to come up 


within six months. 

Judge Phelan said in his 
ruling that he accepted the 
government's argument that the 
new regulations were brought 
in to reduce the risks of fire, 
mould, diversion, theft and 
violence “that inherently exist 
to a certain degree — although 
J note that these risks were not 
detailed. 1 " 

The judge added that “this 
significant restriction pun¬ 
ishes those who are able to 
safely produce by abiding 

with local laws and taking 
simple precautions to reduce 
such risk." 

In the meantime, dispens¬ 
aries have begun sprout- 
across Canada. 

1S5TOCK 


o DISTRIBUTION 

Experts weigh in on plans 

■ The Neighbourhood 
Pharmacy Association of 
Canada says pharmacies 
are best equipped 
to dispense medical 
marijuana given their 
expertise in prescription 
drug management- The 
association's members 
include London Drugs, 

I D-A. and Rexall. shoppers 
Drug Vart also called 
pharmacies the safest bet. 

0 Canadian laws on pot 
must be upheld and 
enforced despite the 
government's plans to 
usher In legalization, former 
Toronto police chief and 
Liberal VP [Jill Blair said 
Wednesday, kf Canadian 
press /w 




FLYING BACK TO CANADA? 
DON'T GET STUCK ABROAD. 


Starting March 15, 2016, Canada’s entry requirements are changing. 
If you received a work or study permit before August 1 T 2015, and plan 
to travel outside Canada and return by air T you may need to get an 
Electronic Travel Authorization (eTA), 

Don't wait. Apply online today at Canada.ca/eTA, 

IMPORTANT: The eTA does not apply if you are a Canadian permanent 
resident travelling internationally. You will still need your permanent 
resident card to board your flight back to Canada. 


I jl ■ Government Gouvernoment 
of Canada. du Canada 
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Speaker leads fight 
to keep Gitmo open 



Dawn a rrives at the now-closed Ca nmp X-Ray at G uanta name 
Bay Naval Base in this 2013 photo, i heassociatedpaessfile 


GUANTANAMO BAY 

Claims Obama 
won't succeed 
in plan to close 
prison in Cuba 

The leader of the House of Rep¬ 
resentatives, Speaker Paul Ryan, 
said Wednesday that Republic¬ 
ans are taking legal steps to stop 
President Barack Obama from 
dosing theU.S. prison at Guant¬ 
anamo Bay. Cuba, a day after the 
president unveiled his plan to 
shutter the facility and move ter¬ 
ror suspects to the United States. 

Ryan s;iid lawmakers have the 
votes to block Obama's plan in 
Congress and enough votes to 
override any veto. Separately, 
the Republican leader said his 
party is “preparing our legal 
■challenge" to ensure the pris¬ 
on remains open and detainees 
aren’t moved to the U.S.. 

Earlier this month, House Re¬ 
publicans awarded the Jones Day 


law firm with a S'l 50.000 con¬ 
tract to perform the legal work 
in case Obama tries to move 
Guantanamo detainees to fed¬ 
eral prisons. 

"These detainees cannot come 
to American soil." Ryan said. 

Obama hits pushed to fulfil 


a 2 QOS campaign promise and 
dose Guantanamo, arguing that 
the facility’ is a recruitment tool 
for terrorism worldwide and 
opposed by some allies. T he 
president has faced strong op¬ 
position in Congress, where Re¬ 
publicans and some Democrats 


maintain there is no alternative 
and argue they don't want diese 
tenor suspects transferred tn 
U.S. prisons, even maximum 
security facilities. 

Under Obama's plan, rough¬ 
ly 35 of the 91 current prison¬ 
ers will be transferred to other 
countries in the coming months, 
leaving up to 60 detainees who 
are either facing trial by military 
commission or have been deter¬ 
mined to be too dangerous to re¬ 
lease but are not facing charges. 

Those detainees would be re¬ 
located to a U.S. facility. 

Ryan said Obama's plan flouts 
a long-slanding ban annually 
passed by Congress that blocks 
the president from transferring 
Guantanamo detainees to U.S. 
soil. 

“If the president proceeds 
with knowingly breaking the 
law... he will be met with fierce 
bipartisan opposition here in 
Congress and we are taking all 
legal preparations necessary to 
meet with that resistance." 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


MASS MURDER CHARGE 

Kalamazoo accused 
owned guns legally 


A imui accused of randomly kill¬ 
ing six people in Michigan had a 
personal cache of weapons that 
included handguns and long 
guns, but there was nothing 
in his past that prevented him 
from owning as many guns as 
he could afford. 

Authorities seized the gun 
collection after the weekend 
attacks around the Kalamazoo 
area. With no criminal hist¬ 
ory or record of mental illness, 
Michigan residents who follow 
requirements can legally ac¬ 
quire any number of firearms. 

“He was a law-abiding citizen 
up until he pulled the trigger 
on the first victim,'" said Jona¬ 


than Southwick, owner of a gun 
store near Kalamazoo. 

South wick said Jason Dalton 
bought a jacket with an inside 
pocket designed for a handgun 
Saturday, just hours before the 
rampage. He did not buy a gun. 

“He talked with my manager 
fora bit. was laughing and joking 
a bit, gave him a one-armed hug 
— then proceeded to purchase 
the jacket," Southwick said. 

Dalton, 45, is charged with 
murder and attempted mur¬ 
der. He's accused of killing six 
people and injuring two more 
outside an apartment building, 
a restaurant and a car dealer¬ 
ship. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 



People attend a vigil for shooting victims Tyler and Richard 
Smith on Tuesday at Mattawan High School, the associated press 


Take your GIC on a trip to the market 


Scotiabank" Equity Powered G\C 



With a Scotiabank Equity Powered GIC, you can enjoy the safety 
and security of a GIC with the growth potential of equity markets. 

Best of all, your principal is protected. Talk to a Scotiabank advisor today. 

www.scotiabank.com/equitypowered 


You're richer than you think’ 


% Scotiabank 8 


* Registered trademarks a# The Iter* of hwe Scafa. 

1 Tits is the maximuri parewial cumulative interest rate over tlhe entire term of the Canadian Growth Equity Powered GiL At rrahirity, the interest rate to be earned s calculated and paid w Win certain predetermined ranges based on the price pecformence o! 
(tie underlying basket of shares o" Canadian companies. There isnomriimum interest rate guarantee and actual nterest rate could be as low as over tte 2-year term and 3-yea term. Minimum > ivestment s Si ODD These ma him urn potential Interest 
rates are available from January 5 to February 1, 2D16 and are subject 1st change. Pur lull -.It!,- h. speak to a Scotia bant advisor or visit www scohabank.ccimftguk^poiwered. icotiabank tqjity Powered GSCs areCDIC dig We 
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Austria, Balkan nations 
want stop to migrant flow 


REPUBLICAN RACE 

Trump 
building 
up steam 

Donald Trump's campaign for 
the Republican presidential 
nomination is building a mo¬ 
mentum that may sweep away 
challenges by Florida Sen. Mar¬ 
co Rubio and Texas Sen. Ted 
Cruz, with his crushing win 
in the Nevada caucuses mark¬ 
ing a third straight victory in 
state contests. 

Rubio captured second place 
with fewer than 2.000 more 
votes than Cruz as final vote 
totals were reported Wednes¬ 
day morning. 

Trump, the billionaire New 
York businessman, now can 
claim victories in the West, 
the South and Northeast — a 
testament to his broad appeal 
among voters frustrated with 
the political establishment. His 
rivals are running out of time 
to stop him. 

On Wednesday, Trump won 
his first endorsements from 
sitting members of Congress, 
with Reps. Duncan Hunter of 
California and Chris Collins of 
New York announcing they are 
backing him for the Republican 
presidential nomination. 

“We're winning, winning, 
winning the country," Trump 
declared Tuesday. 

“Soon, the country is go¬ 
ing to stall winning, winning, 
winning." 

TUt ASSOCIATED PRESS 


IMMIGRATION 

Tensions rise 
as EU countries 
asked to share 
refugee burden 

Overwhelmed by a wave of refu¬ 
gees and what they call indeci- 
sion in the European Union. 
Austria and its southern neigh¬ 
bours along the Balkan migrant 
route agreed to tighter border 
controls at a meeting Wednes¬ 
day- and warned that sooner or 
Liter they will have to shut their 
doors entirely. 

Greece, the first point of Land¬ 


ing for most of the migrants 
arriving by boat from Turkey, 
was not invited to the meet¬ 
ing and responded angrily by 
threatening to block derisions 
at a forthcoming EU migration 
summit if sharing of the refugee 
burden is not made obligatory 
for member states. 

The EL has set up a scheme to 
share 1&0.000 migrants arriving 
in Greece and Italy. Even that 
would be only a fraction of the 
total numbers, but so far, barely 
600 people have been relocated, 
and only some EU partners have 
offered places for them — fewer 
than 5.000 spots in all. 

Frime Minister Alexis Tisipras 
said that from now on Greece 


'‘will not assent to agreements" 
unless all its partners in the EU 
are forced to participate pro¬ 
portionately in the relocation 
and resettlement of refugees. 
A senior government official, 
who spoke on customary con¬ 
dition of anonymity, clari fied 
that'fsipras was specifically re¬ 
ferring to a March 7 summit on 
immigration. 

Isipras lashed out at EU mem¬ 
ber suites that "not only erect 
fences on their borders but at 
the same time do not accept to 
take in a single refugee." 

Austria has recently capped 
the number of asylum-seekers 
it will accept daily at its borders 
to SO, and limited the number of 


refugees it wall let pass through 
the country. That has led to more 
border restrictions being intro¬ 
duced further south, hurting 
countries along the route, in¬ 
cluding Greece. 

Flaying off warnings that the 
restrictions will lead to disas¬ 
trous accumulations of refugees 
on borders along the route, Aus¬ 
trian Interior Minister Johanna 
Mikl-Leitner called for “a chain 
reaction of reason.'* 

"We need measures that lead 
to a... a domino effect. We must 
reduce the flow of migrants 
now r ," she said. “Because the 
refugee question can become a 
question of survival for the Euro¬ 
pean Union." the associated ^ress 


JJ CALAIS 


Mass evictions ordered 

I he clock is ticking for 
hundreds of migrants in the 
city of Calais waiting for a 
judge to decide whether 
to postpone an eviction 
order. The court ruling on 
the question says that the 
decision could come on 

I h u ruddy, two d a ys afte r 
the deadline expired for 
the state-ordered mass 
evictions. Authorities say 
the order concerns BOO to 
1,000 migrants. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 



Donald Trump 

IHE ASSOCIATED FKES& 


An Afghan woman holding her son reacts as they arrive with other refugees and migrants from the Turkish coast to Mytilene, Lesbos island, Greece. The 
International Organization for Migration said more than 102., 500 people had crossed into Greece since Jan. land another 7,500 had streamed into Italy — numbers 
that weren't reached last year until June, manu gramxthe associatedpress 




TAKE A TIP FROM Till: FASHION WORLD 
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Amazing drapery promotions like 
upgrades, discounts, and more 
going on now!* 


Con tori your local Budget Blinds Style Consultant 
for incredible offers in your areal 
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Express yourself 

Facebook's emoji update covers your 'likes/ 'loves' and every emotion in between 


It was bound to happen. The 
trusted "Like" thumbs up is no 
longer tutting it After testing 
five new reactions with Fate- 
book users in Ireland, Spain, 
Cbiie. Portugal, the Philippines 
_ and Japan for, 

( I fct well, their 
■l reactions, 
W Facebook 

I is now 
rolling 
MMw the 

expanded 
emotions 
globally. 

The social-media network 
chose to offer more nminted 
reactions — “love.” “haha” 
“wow," “sad" and “angry" — 
alongside “like” — to give 
users “greater con¬ 
trol over their ex¬ 
pressivity,” says 
Julie Zhuo, Fa- 
cebook’s prod¬ 
uct design dir¬ 
ector. 

Fatebook 
went through 



n 




comments on 
friends" posts, 
as well as 
emoj i-like 
stickers 
people were 
using. It chose 
the most tom- 
mon ones and 
tested those. They 
considered dozens of reactions 
— but offering them all would 
have been confusing. Think of 
having to flip through pages and 
pages of emoj is: Do you want 
one wink, a tear, a full frown 
or a half frown? 

Facebook ultimately chose 
these six reactions for their 
universal appeal — some¬ 
thing that could be 
understood around the 
world. Even a generic 
happy face “was a 
little bit ambigu¬ 
ous and harder for 
people to understand," 
Zhuo says. 

bach reaction comes 
with an animated emoji. 


such its the thumbs up For 
“like" and a heart for 
“love."‘These emojis wilt 
took the same around the 
world, but phrases such as 
"love” will be translated. 
Torstar News Service 
tested out a few run-of-the- 
mill Facebook posts and how 
reactions can evolve. 

OSad 

The situation: Your friend says 
his beloved cat has died. 

Old school: It would be strange 
to “Like” that post. 
You want to offer 
your support, 
but a com¬ 
ment is the 
only means 
P V to do so. You 

should text 
him, too. by 
the way. 


4 



ences if you were 
particularly close 
with the depart¬ 
ed. You should 
still text your 
friend, by the 
way. 

0 Wow 

The situation: Your 
sibling posts some ador¬ 
able photo of your niece's birth¬ 
day. 

Old school: You “Like” the 
post, but deep inside you know 
it's an inadequate reflection of 
your joy. Man, she is so cute. 


nailed it this time. The 
“Love” emoji would also 
be appropriate here. 


New school: Click 
the “Sad" icon and add 
a comment with your condol¬ 


N'ew school; 

bratory “wow" 
icon (as in, 

“ W o w , 
she is so 
cute!”) I 
and take 
solace in 
knowing 
that Face- 
book really 


Click the cele- 

• I 


0 Anger 

The situation: A 

friend delivers an 
1 award-winning rant 
about a terrible public 
transit commute |I mean, 
two short turns while packed 
in like sardines is pretty bad). 

Old school; 

Show your 
soli dar- 
ity with 
a corn- 
men l 
relaying 
that no one 
deserves that 
cruel start to the day 

New school: Use the “Angry" 
emoji to succinctly convey all 
your rage with one squished- 
up red, angry face. 
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U PS Invests In same- day 
delivery company 

UPS, looking for ways to 
get goods to shoppers 
faster, is investing in 
delivery company Deliv, 
Deliv, founded nearly 
four years ago, works 
with Many's Inc,, Kohl's 
Corp. and other retailers 
to deliver online orders 
within the same day, 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Beijing overtakes N.Y.C. as 
home to most billionaires 

Move over. New York 
City; Beijing is the new 
"Billionaire Capital of 
the World/ The Chinese 
capital has overtaken the 
Big Apple as home to the 
most billionaires —100 
to 95 — according to 
Heroine, a Shanghai firm. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Fa rming groups call for 
more seasonal workers 

Agriculture groups want 
the federal government 
to allow more producers 
to fiire foreign seasonal 
employees to work on 
farms, ~he Canadian press 
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Hip or Knee Replacement? 

The Disability Tax Credit allows for a 
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For Expert Help: 1-844-453-5372 
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Call us or apply online 

1-855-527-4368 

www.credit700.ca 


Dominion Lending Centre, Huy rc a heiiuty! 
They'll uBtfie hanks campling for ytur martgage business. 
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NHL PLAYOFFS 


Canadian drought 
a ‘hit 1 to Rogers 


For the first time in more than billion. 



40 years, the Stanley Cup play¬ 
offs may lack a Canadian team 
this season. 

That's not only a major dis¬ 
appointment to Canada’s devot¬ 
ed hockey fans — Rogers Media 
coffers could also suffer at the 
hands of the teams’ lacklustre 
performances 
years after the 
pany made 
a big invest¬ 
ment in Can¬ 
adian hock- 
ev talent. 

1 In 2GL3, 

Rogers 
Media pur¬ 
chased the 
exclusive n;t- 
tional rights 
to broadcast 
;lI 1 NHL grimes 
for a dozen years 

if 

in Canada for 55.2 


co m- 


TTiis playoff season, the odds 
of even one Canadian team mak¬ 
ing the playoffs are slim. None 
of the seven teams currently 
hold playoff spots in the stand¬ 
ings. The season ends April 10. 

“The bottom line is: no Can¬ 
adian team in these playoffs is 
not at all good news for Rog¬ 
ers,^ Marvin Ryder, assist¬ 
ant professor 
at .VlcMaster 
University’s 
DeGroote 
School of 
Business, 
said in an 
interview, t-ie 

CANADIAM PRESS 

Antoine 
Vermetteof 
the Chicago 
Blackhawks. 
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CHANTAL HEBERT: ON THE QUEST FOR AN OPPOSITION LEADER 

There are no fewer than 
eight and as many as a dozen 
Conservatives testing the 
federal leadership waters.... 
History suggests that the more 
crowded the field, the greater 
the odds that a dark horse will 
emerge as the unlikely winner. 



Depending on the day of the 
week, there are no fewer than 
eight and as many as a dozen 
Conservatives testing the fedh 
eral leadership waters. 

Should they all enter the 
rate to succeed Stephen 
Harper, this could make next 
year's Conservative leadership 
vote the mos t unpredictable 
federal contest in a decade. 

Past history suggests that 
the more crowded the held, 
the greater the odds that a 
dark horse will emerge as the 
unlikely winner. 

There were eight candi¬ 
dates on the ballot when Ste- 
pha ne Dion won the Liberal 
leadership in 2006. Another 
four had withdrawn prior to 
the vote. 

Over on the Conservative 
side, joe Clark beat 10 rivals 
for the lory leadership in 
1976, 

Neither contest featured a 
consensual front-runner. Nor. 
at this early stage, does the 
campaign to succeed Harper. 
In contrast with the last Lib¬ 
eral leadership campaign, 
there is no heir-apparent to 
the Conservative throne. 

But there are crown princes 
in the wings, 

Two of the leading candi¬ 
dates, whose names are cir¬ 
culating, have the potential 
— should they both run — to 
mrn the campaign into a suc¬ 
cession battle between the 
Tory and the Reform branches 
of the Conservative family. 

The first is Peter Mac Kay, 
the former leader of the Pro 
gressive Conservative party. 
Rased on a January poll, he 
is the popu lar choice of Con 
seivative sympathizers, with 
support spread pretty evenly 
across rhe country. 

PLut it is for from pertain he 
wants rhe job, at least at this 
juncture. Mac Kay retired from 
politics to spend more time 


with his young family a few 
months before the election. 

He has just joined a Toronto 
law firm. 1 le could decide to 
take a pass on this campaign, 
thinking there will be another 
opportunity to run later on. 

It is a rare federal party 
that does not earn a second 
mandate in government. At a 
minimum, the Conservatives 
could be Looking at almost a 
decade hi opposition. Over 
a similar period of time, the 
Liberals disposed of two Lead- 
era before Justin Trudeau led 
them back to off re¬ 
former defence minister 
Jason Kenney is also said to 
be mulling his options, llis 
polling numbers are not as 
impressive as MacKay’s, espe¬ 
cially in Central Canada, but 
those results underestimate 
his acUiat strength among the 
Conservatives members who 


will vote in the Leadership 
election. 

As the top social conserva¬ 
tive in The last cabinet, Ken 
ney has strong con nections 
to the religions light. And his 
ethnic outreach on behalf of 
rhe party has allowed him to 
build networks within many 
cultural communities. But 
while the Con seivative party 
may he ready to elect a social 
conservative as its leader, the 
country may not be so dis¬ 
posed. 

The second tier consi sts 
of a gaggle of former federal 
ministers, none of whom 
could he described as a na¬ 
tional household name. Of 
course, that was also true of 
1 laiper when he became lead¬ 
er and he still bear Paul Mar- 
rim, albeit only on his second 
attempt. 

Dong ford — of Toronto 


THE MICROTREND: Cereals serious dec line 



You would think millennial would have a bit of nostalgia for the 
ceres Is they slurped while watching Saturday morning cartoons, 
but they're ditching this beloved “part of a complete breakfast." 
Grains arid m ilk have gotten a be d rap w ith some, but cer eal ’s slide 
issociety-wide: u.S, sales have fallen 30 percent in the past i5 
years. Instead, protein is popular; Think breakfast sandwiches and 
Greek yogurt, While half of Baby Boomers told research Firm 
Mimtef they were still regularly waking up to their favourite cereals 
from chi Idhood, millennials tend to ea t cerea I as a snack, if at all. 
Many are skipping the most important meal of the day entirely. But 
those who do nosh in the morning complain cereal is not good on 
the go, and — as 40 percent of Gen Y respondents -complained 
— it rectuiresa bowl you have to wash- source ■ -itW ashington post 


municipal fame —and buri- 
LiPssinanfTV personality Kevin 
O’Leary complete the list. Nei¬ 
ther speaks French fluently 
nor has any federal experi¬ 
ence. Both enjoy as much or 
more name recognition than 
most outgoing Harper min¬ 
isters. 

But if that were a major 
asset, former hockey star Ken 
Diyden would not have fin¬ 
ished a distant runner-up in 
the 2006 Liberal leadership 
campaign. He used to top the 
notoriety 1 charts. 

Most of the would-be 
leadership candidates will be 
working the corridors of this 
weekend's Manning Centre 
Conference in Ottawa, mak¬ 
ing it a warm-up session for 
a marathon race that will 
stretch well into the first half 
of next year, 

Former ministers Tony 
Clement and Maxime Ber¬ 
nier, MP Michael Chong and 
O’Leary will all be hosting 
socalied meet-and-greet ses¬ 
sions, Kenney, Lisa Raitt and 
Kelly Leitch are among the 
former cabinet members ex¬ 
pected at the conference. So 
are ex-MPs Brian Jean and Pat¬ 
rick Blown, who lead the of¬ 
ficial opposition in Edmonton 
and at Queen's Park, respect¬ 
ively. By any other name, this 
could be a class reunion for 
Harper alumni. 

The state of Canada's 
conservative movement is 
the overriding theme of the 
conference, The fact that this 
year’s gathering of the clans 
that make up the Canadian 
right is bringing together a 
record number of people who 
toil in provincial and federal 
opposition tells that story. 

Chantal Hebert is a national 
affairs writer. Her column 
appears in Metro every 
Thursday. 


ROSEMARY 
WESTWOOD 

metronVir 

Science says what 
all pet people know: 
Animals have empathy 



Growing up, our first dog, 
Murphy (a,k.a. Murphy Brown) 
had her own Seat on the 
COudh. 

Most friends didn't mind if, 
while they were sitting in the 
far left comer watching Saved 
by the Bell and shovelling 
down Kraft Dinner, Murphy 
happened to plod along to 
the edge of the cushion and 
look up expectantly, like "Time 
to hit the road" 

"Oh. that's Murphy's sea t!" 
I'd say, and motion for them to 
relocate to the wooden rock¬ 
ing chair (don't scoff — it had 
cushions), 

A few friends did mind, but 
I chocked it up to their ignor¬ 
ance. They didn't understand 
that Murphy was like us hu- 
mans. 

For decades, maybe for¬ 
ever, we pet owners have — 
irrespective of science — be¬ 
lieved in the human qualities 
of our pets. 

Their ability to feel joy arid 
pain, to relate to our emo¬ 
tions, to comfort us by licking 
our tears, to love us and feel 
guilty for eating the garbage, 

These days, we should be 
feeling pretty vindicated. 

in two recent compen- 
diums of the latest research, 
New York magazine sug¬ 
gested "Maybe it's time to 
take animal feeling seriously," 
while The Atlantic extolled the 
empathy displayed by "con¬ 
soling voles," 

"It seems illogical for us to 
think that animals might not 
be having a conscious men- 
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tal experience of play, sleep, 
fear or love," scientist Carl 
Safina said in an interview last 
summer after the publication 
of his book Beyond Words; 
What Animals Think and Feel 
sparked debate, "it is incred¬ 
ible to me there is still a de¬ 
bate over whether animals are 
conscious and even a debate 
over whether human beings 
can know animals are con¬ 
scious," 

No, the scientific commun¬ 
ity isn't wardering around 
with purse pooches, telling 
their friends that fluffy-but- 
frightening Gigi has the best 
taste in shoes. But neither 
is there a blanket scientific 
aversion to acknowledging 
the human-like traits of non¬ 
humans. 

Take the case of voles, 
mouse-like creatures who, 
during a recent study, sought 
to comfort their loved ones 
when they got electric shocks. 
It's worth looking up just for 
the photo of one vole put¬ 
ting its little paw on the back 
of this other, curled-up voie, 
who's looking rather down¬ 
cast, "All will be well," the first 
vole is saying. 

This, coming from a lowly 
vole, who can't even claim the 
human-iikeness of a gorilla, 
the social complexity of an 
elephant, the intelligence of a 
dolphin or even of a crow, 

Yet here they are. accord¬ 
ing to science: just little brown 
puffs of love. Or empathy, or 
something at least that looks 
like human empathy. 
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metr# special report: rrsp & investing 


Find funds for last minute RRSP 


FINANCES 

Experts say 
take advantage 
of the tax break 


Michelle Williams 


The RRSP deadline is jmt days 
away — falling on Eeb. 29 this 
year. If. like many people, you 
haven't saved for it, you might 
be considering the potential 
tax saving and wondering if 
you can still take advantage. 

There are ways to make a 
registered retirement savings 
plan contribution without hav¬ 
ing the cash on band. The sim¬ 
plest way is to take out a loan. 

Saving by borrowing isn't 
as strange as it sounds if you 
do it right. 

“If you take out a J5.000 
loan, for example, pay back 
as much you can when you get 
your refund and then commit 
to paying off the rest before the 
end of the year." advises Philip 
Goldband, chartered profes¬ 
sional accountant with C Sr 
G Partnership. “It is better to 
contribute savings throughout 
the year, but the next option 


would be to pay back a low- 
interest loan* 

If you're considering this, 
be sure to shop around for the 
best loan. 

“Some RRSP loan vehicles are 
certainly better than others, 1 " 
say's Jason Pereira, senior fi¬ 
nancial consultant at Wood- 
gate financial. "Look for one 
with a low interest rate and 
no interest for the first few 
months through a major bank 
or investment firm. They're 
easy to get — applications can 
be done online and approvals 
come in right away." 

Another way to borrow is to 
set up a home equity' line of 
credit. “Borrowing against the 
equity you have in your home 
is the most affordable and flex¬ 
ible borrowing accoun t you will 
find," says Pereira. 

If all this borrowing sounds 
counterproductive. just remem¬ 
ber that you're getting tax sav¬ 
ings from the government that 
will help pay it back. 

“The government is giving 
you a chance to pay them less 
money', but only if you save for 
yourself,” explains Pereira. In a 
nutshell, it's better to owe the 
hank and have savings than 
owe the government and not 

have savings. The dead! in e to contribute to you r R RSP is just days away, so notw r s the time to pull together a contribution, isroch 
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At this rate, you’ll 
be saving in no time 

Enrol to earn 2.5%* interest until March 31, 2016, 
on new deposits into TFSA and RRSP savings accounts. 


Call 1 866 674 5613 or visit an in-store pavilion to enrol today, 
pcf inane ial.co/rate 
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Adele triumphs at the Brit Awards, winning four trophies 


Your essential daily news 


Walk a mile in 

Roldan’s boots 


FASHION 

International 
model talks 
diversity, pay 
gap and regrets 


Nichole 

Jankowski 

Metro j Canada 


The fashion industry is famous 
for being fickle. lambasted for its 
impossible standards of beauty, 
and oft criticized for its lack of 
diversity. And so it’s notable that 
Paolo Roldan— bom in Quezon 
City. Philippines, who moved 
to Canada as a kid, and worked 
building circuit boards with his 
brother at a factory in Missis¬ 
sauga when he was young — 
was discovered not once, but 
three times. 

The first time was in 2005 by 
renown modelling agent Rimer 
Olsen. 'T was on my way into 
Hazelton Lanes on a Sunday,"' 
retails Olsen in conversation 
with Metro. Roldan was working 
at popular loronto boutique TNI 
at tine time. “1 walked in and saw 
him and went "wow.’" 1 

Olsen was quick to sign the 
6’2” former basketball player. 

“3 never really took it serious¬ 
ly,^ admits Roldan, who was fo¬ 
cused on his job. He remembers 
Olsen calling him for castings, 
“Sometimes J wouldn't even go.” 

In 2009, Roldan was in .New 
York on a buying trip foT the 


mens wear boutique Nomad 
when David Bosman, founder 
of Boss Models, spotted him. 

The third time came on the 
last day of his ball Winter 2010 
go-sees: Rictardo Tisci, creative 
director of Givenchy, personally 
cast him to walk exclusively for 
the house that season. 

Sitting in a cafe on Toronto's 
Ossington strip, just a week after 
dosing Todd Snyder's kWlfi 
show, Roldan, 38, is recalling 
those early days. Asked if he's had 
any regrets, one came to mind. 

"I don’t want to say J wish I 
never did it," savs the soft-spoken 

© 

People love 
it because 1 
represent them. 

gsjuanpaoloroldan 



Roldan, referring to a nude shot 
by Mert Alas and Marcus fag- 
gott that ran in French Vogue 
and cemented his status in the 
rapidly expanding men’s fash¬ 
ion industry. 

With each passing season it 
seems another men's week is 


added to the calendar Florence, 
Paris, London and New York — 
even Toronto has FOM, running 
this week through March 1. 

The hectic show schedule 
keeps Roldan busy but during 
his downtime he’s been working 
on his own designs. Roldan hints 
at a capsule collection. 

“1 can’t say now because I 
don't like jinxing myself," says 
the business-minded Roldan, 
who sees the industry perhaps 
all the more clearly because he 
understands the dollars and 
cents of it. This clarity extends 
to the ramped up shew schedule 
I globally, stiles of men swear have 
had doubledigit gmwth for more 
than five years), diversity on the 
runway, and a pay gap that sees 
even mid-level female models 
earning an average of 148 per 
cent more than men. 

“There's more buying power 
on the women’s side," says 
Roldan, matter-of-factlv. ,L I tell 
this to all the young guys — it's 
because the women buy more.” 

And when it comes to divers¬ 
ity, he views the industry's moves 
towards indusiveness as little 
more than designers trying to 
expand their consumer base. 

“For the most part it’s busi¬ 
ness, and it's cool because it puts 
me to work," says Roldan. 

Despite all his international 
success. Roldan is happy to call 
loronto home. “.All my family is 
here.” says Roldan without hesi¬ 
tation. As our interview wraps, 
he asks when the article will be 
published — so his mom can 
pick up a copy, 
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HOW TO WET SHIN E BOOTS 


vogue.com recently named Roldan their 
latest street style obsession, noting that 
"" h is boots are a pa rt icu I ar poi nt of 
f ixati o n " for fa n s. To ke ep h is boots 
looking their best, Roldan uses a wet for 
spit) s h i ne teo h niq ue„ w h ich h e shares 
here with Metro readers. 
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T; Directions 

i 1. Clean off oirt using a boot brush. Wipe 
bo ots down wit h da mp tag. Dry. 
n 2. Apply a base coat of polish with a boot 
l brush Using a polishing cloth and small 
• circular motions, go over the entire boot. 
, 1 adding more polish. Continue rubbing m 
- using th e sa me c ireu I ar m on ons urrti I the 
polish begins to smooth, 

3* I a ke a spray bott le and mist the bool 
wit h water. Continue a pplying po lish 
|j using the same doth and technique. The 
, $ boot wiII begin to get s hiny. 

4. Spray with water and buff. 
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Paolo Roldan is ranked among the sexiest men on models.com. paolo azarhacwclj&nt magazine 
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that jim om cuMomu one mm 
to fjdqwdikddcuj" 

-Jan Cadra. Bauer 




Your coffeehouse. Your story. 

This is J arm's story, what's yours? 
Tell us on social media ©Good Earth HQ 
nr at www.goodeartht:aff'eehc]U5B.coiTi/25yaar5 


Good Earth 


Jan starred witn Good Earth in May of T9&b, and has been haring vwtti us ever since, He's 
praud i>l Hie- healthy fund ns praparE-s Inr eur customers. Jan's favuurite menu item l*:: make 
land ear) is the Southwest Bake. Not only is it cotourful, but it tastes ready good! 


h lc nations ia Edmonton i! Find ymir nRarest 
coffee house ^www^wHtearlticoffeBiliouffl.com la up 
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JOHANNASCHNELLER WHAT I'M WATCHING 


canucifprodu™? 1 Where the wild things are 


Kanye West is firing back at vet¬ 
eran Canadian music producer 
Bob Ezrin after he published a 
scathing takedown of the rap¬ 
per's career, 

The Juno winner, and 
co-producer of 3?ink 
Floyd's classic “The 
Wall; wrote an exten¬ 
sive blog post about 
the outspoken per- < 
former, saving that he 
doesn’t think West's 
music will stand the lest 
of lime. 

Ezrin says West's 


lyrics get J lot of hype but don't 
stand up against the work 
of others like N.WA or 
Kendrick Lamar on ad¬ 
dressing social issues. 
West responded 
to Ezrin on Twit¬ 
ter,. questioning 
whether anyone 
has heard of the 
fifryear-old produ¬ 
cer, who has also 
worked with .'Mice 
Cooper. Peter Gab¬ 
riel and Lou Keed. 
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© MUSIC BRIEFS 


Cranberries singer fined 

The lead singer of the Irish 
rock band The Cranberries 
ha& been fined $G r 60G for an 
air-rage incident on a flight 
from New York to Ireland. 
Dolores O'Riordan avoided a 
criminal conviction Wednes¬ 
day. 

The 44-year-old had plead¬ 
ed guilty in December to 
assaulting three policemen 
and a flight attendant during 
an alleged psychotic episode 


last year. She was arrested 
at Shannon Airport in Ireland 
after the flight in November 
2014. Police said she spat in 
their faces, head-butted one 
and kicked the others. 

Med ical records given to 
the court indicated she was 
mentally ill at the time of the 
altercation. As she was leav¬ 
ing the courtroom O'Riordan 
urged other people suffering 
mental illness to seek help. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


THE SHOW: The Mature of 
Things, Wolverine:Ghost of the 
Northern Forest (CBC) 

THE MOMENT The Carcass 

La the dead of winter in northern 
Alberta, nature photographer 
Andrew Mimske hits been liv¬ 
ing for 21 days straight 
in a tiny blind, peeing 
into bottles to hide 4 
his scent, hoping to i 
capture images of 
wolverines in the 
wild. ^ 

Aggressive, vi¬ 
cious, nfxtumal, wol¬ 
verines are so elusive 
that, whenManske finally 
gets a glimpse of them, he 
posits that his is the first footage 
of wild ones in North America. 


Not only do you learn the scuff 
they want you to leam — I now 
know that pound for pound, a 
wolverine's bite force is stronger 
than any other land mammal 
— your mind is always blown 
by something. 

And you never know 
what that thing will 
be. 


PHOTO FIRSTS 


F 


With this one, 
it began by wit¬ 
nessing how' 
many animals 
can live off one 
carcass, mid for 
f how long. 

Wolverines, 
wolves, ravens, and 
lynx all chow down, with 
a clear hierarchy as to who eats 
when. 


Nature photographer 
Andrew Manske 
scores his greatest 
coup: the first images 
"f a female wolverine 
with her kits 


He gels it by staking out the 
carcass of a deer killed by wolves. 

Night after night, wolverines 
come out to snack, padding on 
paws as wide as snowshoes. Later, 
aided by a University of Alberta 
teEim who are tagging and track¬ 
ing wolverines. Manske scores 
his greatest coup: the first im¬ 
ages of a female wolverine with 
her kits. 

Here's the thing about na¬ 
ture docs. 


That got me thinking about 
animals and winter in general. 

Do they sigh when it snows? 
Do they Song for spring 1 : 11 Do they 
even have thoughts? 

What is el thought, without 
words? 

And. poof. Mind blown. 

Johanna Sc fine I let is a media 
connoisseur who zeroes in on 
pop-culture moments. She ap¬ 
pears Monday through Thursday. 



You learn fascinating things from nature does, like that 
pound for pound, a wolverine's, bite force is stronger than any 
other land mammal , contributed 
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Edmonton 
EXPO Centre 


Saturday & Sunday - 9 am to 5 pm Hail a 

Join Dora the Explorer on a Sing-Along Adventure, live on stage! 

Play & Belong with the Adaptabilities Kids Zone 
Thistle Hill Farm Petting Zoo & Pony Rides 
Show your support to our Charity of Choice - Adaptabilities 
Baby Crawl Races Sponsored by Knowledge First Financial 
Bounce Houses, Face Painters, Chalk Drawing Floor & more! 


Ql ^Iehi irmnli'XiL hr. AL Jiirn S.njr^dL 


Skip the Box Office Line . 
- Buy Your Tickets Online 


Tickets: 

General (17+) $14 
Youth (9-16) $10 
Child (3-8) $4 
2 & under 


& 

Featuring 

hicKelodeon 


mpt.EdmontonShows.com 
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MEET THE CONDO 



Rivers Edge Villas runs along Cam¬ 
eron Heights Way in Southwest Ed¬ 
monton, just a five-minute drive along 
the Henday to amenities at Currents of 
Windermere or Hawkstone. this bust¬ 
ling pocket of the city has well-estab¬ 
lished transit routes connecting to 
downtown and post-secondary institu¬ 
tions, as well as easy access to the air¬ 
port and Highway 2 (and points south) 
via the Anthony Henday ring road. 


The development's 40 bungalow-style 
duplexes feat Lire vaulted ceilings, a 
wall of windows in the dining room, 
gas fireplace, granite countertops, 
custom cabinetry arid stainless-steel 
appliances. There's a spacious mas¬ 
ter bedroom, a maintenance-free rear 
deck, front porch and, for the 17 walk¬ 
out units, a concrete patio, Three home 
sizes with one general floor plan allow 
for customization. 

LilCV hAIMES FOR METRO 


o NEED TO KNOW 


What: River's Edge Villas 
at Cameron I Heights 
Builder and designer: 

Christenson Developments 
Location: Cameron Heights, 
Southwest Edmonton 
Building: Bung alow-style 
half duplex units 
Sties: 1,270,1,300 and 
1,330 square feet 


Pricing: S549.9GC to $609,900 
Suites: Two-bedroom home 
with developed basement 
Status: Over 50 per cent sola 
Occupancy: Project scheduled for 
completion in fall of 2016 
Sales centre: 309G Cameron Heights 
Way 

Phone: Karey Lear 730-554-3342 
Website: cdihomes.com 


Bank on River’s Edge Villas 


Project overview 

Near all the amenities of bustling 
Southwest Edmonton, River's Edge 
Villas is the latest entry in adult bun¬ 
galow living for Christenson Develop¬ 
ments, Spacious half-duplexes with 
developed basements offer downsiz- 
ers all the comforts of a larger home 
with the benefits of maintenance-free 
condo living. 


In the 
neighbourhood 

The southwest quadrant of the city has 
both established and new areas, with 
abundant schools, services, greenspa- 
ce and recreation facilities. Cameron 
Heights offers greenspace, parks and 
well-established walking trails, and Riv¬ 
er's Edge Villas is near a central pond 
and the Wedgewood Ravine. 


Location and Housing 

transit amenities 


CPURigUTED 


STOCK HOLM FURN1TU RE & LTG HT FAIR 

Ung Svensk Form, and other highlights 


As a region that’s world-re¬ 
nowned for its design talent, 
Scandinavia, recently celebrat¬ 
ed the art of home interiors 
in Sweden's capital with the 
Stockholm Furniture & Light 
Fair. Here's a look at some 
of the highlights from this 
year’s event. 

Guests of honour 

Every year the Stockholm 
Furniture & Light Fair picks 
a designer as its guest of hon¬ 
or. For this edition, the Brit¬ 
ish design studio Barber Sr 
Osgerby was selected to show¬ 
case its work at the event, 
creating a lounge in the en¬ 
trance hall to the Stockhol- 
msmassan congress center 
where the fair is held. 

Young, up-and-coming de¬ 


signers got a chance to show 
off their talent in a space 
called the Greenhouse, de¬ 
signed by the studio Form 
Us With Love. This area also 
hosted the Ung Svensk Form 
(Young Swedish Design) ex¬ 
hibition. 

Another must-see at the 
2016 event was the Aurora 
Exhibition — Nordic Archi¬ 
tecture and Design showcase. 

This theme was also picked 
up in the Stockholm Design 
Talks, with discussions and 
lectures from internation¬ 
ally renowned guests such as 
British designer Tom Dixon. 

Blown glass and tartan 

New products on show at 
the fair included a selection 
of blown-glass objects from 


40,000 


The Stockholm Furniture 
g Light Fair attracts 
40,000 visitors and 
G,000foreign buyers, 
a rein hacta, designers and 
journalists from more 
than BO countries. 


Foscarini. T hese included the 
Caiigo ceiling light by Marco 
Zito, evoking the morning 
mist in Venice, 

Tartan proved another source 
of inspiration, with a ceil¬ 
ing light named after the 
crisscross pattern designed 
by Ludovica and Roberto 
Palomba. Plus, as part of an 


ongoing collaboration with 
Diesel, Foscarini presented a 
new version of the Glass Drop 
ceiling light with a white 
diffuser, 

Magis expanded its Of- 
ficina collection with new 
chairs from the Bouroullec 
brothers, using the same 
wrought ironwork seen in 
other pieces in the range. 

Danish design store By Las¬ 
sen, Copenhagen presented a 
nickel version of the Kubus 
candleholder created in 1962 
by Mogens Lassen, a key fig¬ 
ure tn Danish functionalism. 

French designer Inga Sem- 
pe presented the wl03f samp 
designed for Wiistberg. fea¬ 
turing modular elements for 
different configurations. 

AFP 



As part of an ongoing collaboration with Diesel, Foscarini 
presented a new version of the Glass Drop ceili ng light at this 
year's Stockholm Furniture & Lig fit Fair, hamdout 































SIM HAtTO 


Content Solutions 


SPONSORED CONTENT 


rapidly. 

"Online studies certainly don’t work 
for everyone. Yon must be se!^disciplined 
and able to work independentty, 1 * she says 
“However, students in the online courses 
do work in virtual teams, similar to the 


CLflTKIH-iUD 

on-campus classes, to complete projects 
and analyze cases. And required online 
discussions fufiller encourage interaction 
within the course, tortures for the online 
courses tire pre-recorded for our students 
to be able to access them 24/7." 


TRU MBA 

I ie most flexible JV1BA in Canada. 


Put your feet up and chase your dreams. 

Get your MBA from Thompson Rivers University and build your future in a way that suits your present. 
Learn on campus, online, or a combination of both, Study part-time or full-time. It's your choice, 

Thompson Rivers p| University tru.ca/mba | 1.877.663.4087 


MBA GUIDE 

Flexibility key to 
the academic vision 


At Thompson Rivers University |TRU}, 
flexible lea ruing options aren't an after¬ 
thought. they are a key foundation of its 
academic vision — one that the school's 
master of business administration (MBA) 
program director says is especially import¬ 
ant when it comes to today's MBA student. 

"MBA programs are ideal for students 
with prior work experience who are want¬ 
ing to gain live skills and knowledge to ad¬ 
vance their careers or change fields," says 
Victoria Martin, “However, the reality for 
many potential students is that they do not 
have the ability to commit to a full-time, 
on-campus program due to work or family 
commitments. Out flexible study options 
provide access to MBA studies while ac¬ 
commodating individual needs.” 

At TRU, students can take their MBA 
on-campus full or part-time, online or 
through a blended combination. While the 
on-campus option provides the advantages 
of small class sizes and a diverse student 


cohort, online offers the flexibility to 
complete the program the from home (or 
anywhere with a computer and Internet 
connection} and access course materials 
whenever is convenient. The blended struc¬ 
ture. meanwhile, involves picking up one 
or more MBA courses online if attending 
litem on-campus doesn't fit into a student's 
schedule or lifestyle. 

"An MBA program as a significant invest¬ 
ment in your future and it is important to 
consider all of the options available," says 
Martin. “Regardless of the study method 
chosen, all of our MBA students study the 
same rigorous curriculum, must meet the 
same learning outcomes and receive the 
same degree upon successful completion of 
the program.” 

Since TRU launched its online MBA 
option in 2013, Martin says it has grown 
to become one of the school’s popular op¬ 
tions, with students responding positively 
to its structure and enrollment growing 
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Work toward 
your MBA 
from anywhere 

In our digitally interconnected world, it seems nearly anything 
is possible — including; working towards an MBA degree in a 
strictly online space. 

Bui that's nothing new for Athabasca University, based in 
northern Alberta. The school’s online Executive MBA program 
was the fust of its kind when it launched in 1994. and is cur¬ 
rently the largest such program in Canada, with about 900 
students. 

Those students hail from, across the country, from the west 
roast to the Greater Toronto Area, and from the Maritime up to 
the territories. Bui wherever they’re located, they 're all plugged 
into a distinct learning environment. 

"It’s an incredibly engaging way to learn because you're 
exchanging ideas and everybody is participating,” says Chris 
McLeod, director of marketing in the Faculty of Business at 
Athabasca. 

"In a classroom, really, only one person can speak at a time, 

In our environment, we talk a lot about the democracy of the 
idea, and that a conversation tan ebb and flow depending on 
who's sharing the most interesting, thought-provoking, chal¬ 
lenging ideas.” 

Students complete the program over the course oftwmand a 
half to three years, while continuing to work McLeod says that 
provides students a unique opportunity to apply their education 
in real-time, hands-on ways, and bring that experience back to 
their peers for further discussion. 

While geographical flexibility is a key selling point for many 
students (some of whom complete their studies while working 
abroad), obtaining an MBA while liolding down a full-time job 
isn’t for everyone. 

"It’s not the quick way to get through and try to get an MBA 
behind your name," says McLeod. “(Students) need to he able 
to work, and to really put the effort in. It’s a really rigorous 
program." 

-DANIEL SQU1ZZAT0 
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Earn an MBA in Community Economic Development 
from Cape Breton University at NA1T 


Complete an advanced business program in less than two years 
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Attend a Free informali'an sess-ion alt MAIT's Main Campus. 

For more information; 

\ancy trader ck; 
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SPORTS 


Denver coach Gary Kubiak says he's been in contact with Peyton Manning but isn't pressuring him for a decision about his future 


The curious case ofthe 


Blue Jays centre-fielder 


Pillar strives to 
be like a baby 
in his training 
regimen 


Kevin Pillar didn't like the 
way his body was moving 
through workouts when he 
first reported to the Toronto 
Blue Jays camp last month. 

So he changed his whole 
routine with one goal in 
tnind — be more like 
a baby. 

“It kind of 
sounds weird un¬ 
less you see it hap¬ 
pen. but my focus is really 
to try lo move like an infant 
child.* the Toronto cent re- 
fielder said before Wednesday 
morning workouts at Florida 
Auto Exchange Stadium. 

“They do el lot of things 
right: they know how to prop¬ 
erly roll over, they don't al¬ 
low their big muscles to dom¬ 
inate their bodies.'" 

Filkiz's new routine, which 
emphasizes flexibility and 
mobility through rolling and 
stretching, is aimed at target¬ 
ing the body's smaller mus¬ 
cles. I he results Eire already 


beginning to show. 

"The big thing I’ve noticed 
is I wake up in the morning 
and i feel better," he said. 
"I'm not as sore as 1 used 
to be." 

Pillar, who played 159 
games hist season, estimated 
be feh “be low average* phys¬ 
ically for about half of them. 

Part of that had to do with 
the way he plays in the out¬ 
field— with reckless aban¬ 
don. He 

/>* 



I'll be less sore. I'll 
recover a little bit 
quicker. Those are 
my main focuses. 

Kevin Pilfar 


than I did last year. 

“It'll be easier to gel up 
from. I’ll be less sore. I’ll 
recover a little bit quicker. 
Chose Eire my main focuses." 

While pos¬ 
ition players 



man Chris Colabello have all 
been working out together at 
the Jays facility Eilong with 
all-star slugger Jose BautistEi. 

“The off-season is fun to 
get away but, after a while, 
you miss that camaraderie," 
Pillar said. “We really just 
want to build on what we 
started last year. 
It's fun to see 


runs at 
top speed 
to track balls, 
dives through the air to 
catch them and lands hard on 
Lhe ait ificial t u rf-cove red con- 
crete of the Rogers Centre. 

'J he highlight-reel catches 
that punctuated Pillar’s 2015 
season may nol be as preva¬ 
lent this year. 

“With improved mobil¬ 
ity and quickness, hope¬ 
fully I don't have lo dive as 
much." he said. "But when 
I do dive, hopefully I'll be 
able to bounce back quicker 



don't have to of¬ 
ficially report until Thursday, 
Pillar has been here since 


your friends 
Eind family 
at home and 
get away from 
the game but 
you miss that as¬ 
pect of competition and 
brotherhood and friendship. 

“For guys like me. Coins 
Eind Colabello. jelse season was. 


jEm. 20 — three dtiys after really our first full season and 
purchasing and moving into we just want to push each 


his first home with his wife, 
Amanda, mThousand Oaks. 
Calif. 

Pillar, second baseman 
Ryan Coins and first base- 


other to be better this year." 

Pillar, who had to battle 
for a starting outfield job last 
spring, finished the season 
with a .278 batting average. 


12 home runs ;ind 56 RBIs. 
But he cemented himself as 
the team's centre-fielder with 
his strong defence. 

Now that he's virtually 
assured a spot on the big- 
league roster. Pillar's focus 
has changed. 

"As much as J want to say 
it won’t change, J think it 
does a little bit.* he said. 
"I've never been in a position 
where I 've had job security so 
I don't like to look at it like 
that. Hut Eit the same time 
I understand where l stand 
with the team now. 

“I'm still going to go out 
and compete but in the hack 
of my mind l understand that 
E'm playing fqr something 
bigger than a job. I'm playing 
for the whole regular season 
and lo help the team win." 

Toronto manager John Gib¬ 
bons believes Pillar CEin only 
gel better wi 1 h a full major- 
league season under his belt. 

"Kevin came into his own 
last year, did a tremendous 
job." Gibbons said. "The year 
before he was up and down 
a little bit, trying to estab¬ 
lish himself and last year he 
did it. 

“Now he thinks he belongs, 
he feels he belongs and he 
"does." tjlE,CANAD AN PRESS 
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TOU R NAM EN T OF HEARTS 

Playoff picture still coming into focus at Scotties 


The race for playoff berths at 
the Canadian women's curling 
championship remained wide 
open Wednesday even as the 
preliminary round’s finish 
line appeared on the horizon. 

Alberta's ChelseEi Carey re¬ 
mained atop the standings 
at 7-2 despite an afternoon 
loss, but several teams in ei 
pack behind the host province 
hEicl yet to be eliminated from 
contention. 

The top four teams at the 
conclusion of the round rob¬ 
in Friday morning advance 
to the Page playoff. Ties for 


o CONTENDERS 

Northern Ontario's Krista 
McOaryiile and defending 
champion Jonas chased 
the leaders at 5-2 with 
both teams in action i n the 
evening draw. Quebec's 
Marie-France barouche and 
Manitoba’s Kerri Einarson 
were at 4-3. 


fourth get solved by tiebreaker 
games. 

Beth j ennifer Jones and 


Val Sweeting were at eight 
wins at the same point in last 
year's tournament in Moose 
Jjw, Sask. Eventual champion 
Rachel Homan had eight wins 
in the bank by Wednesday 
night in 2014 in Montreal. 

Carey’s team from Calgary 
opened the Scotties Tourna¬ 
ment of Hearts at a torrid 
64) pace before losing two of 
three, So Alberta still hits work 
to do heading into its final two 
games Thursday against Nnva 
Scotia and Ontario Eo secure 
a playoff berth. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 



Manitoba skip Kerri Einarson celebrates her team's 11-7 win 
ever Alberta on Wednesday. Jonathan havward/the gawuhah press 


@ IN BRIEF 

Oilers tra de KM L playe r 
for fifth-round pick 

Defenceman Philip Larsen 
was acquired by the 
Vancouver Canucks in a 
trade with the Edmonton 
Oilers on Wednesday night. 

Edmonton gels a fifth- 
round conditional pick 
in the 2017 NHL draft in 
return. 

The 26-year-old Larsen 
is currently with Jokerjt 
Helsinki of the Kontinental 
Hockey League where he 
has 12 goals, 26 assists ano 
a plus-9 rating in 54 games. 
!Ht CANADIAN - ’■ESS 

Nabs weather Caps rally 

Alex Galcheryuk scored 
two goals,. Mike Condon 
made 33 saves and the 
Montreal Ca nadiens 
topped the Eastern 
Conference-leading 
Washington Capitals 4-3 on 
Wednesday night. 

The Ca nad iens built 
a 3-0 lead and chased 
Capitals goalie Braden 
Hobby in the second 
period before holding on as 
Washington tallied two late 
goals. [Hfc ASSOCIATED PR£5S 

Raps hand Wolves' Wiggins 
a loss in return home 

peMar PeRozan poured 
in 31 points to lift the 
Toronto Raptors to a 
114-105 victory over (he 
Minnesota Timberwolves 
on Wednesday, tying a 
franchise record with their 
ninth consecutive win at 
home. 

Kyle Lowry added 21 
points for Toronto (36-13). 

Andrew Wiggins, the 
reigning NBA rookie of the 
year from Vaughan, Ont., 
led the T-Wolves (13-40) 
with 26 points, 
iHr CANADIAN --IESS 



By the end of the 
first (round). If eel 
he will be put away. 

Conor McGregor's trash talk 
for UFC196 opponent 
Nate Diaz 
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RECIPE Spinach and Sundiied 

I Tomato Pasta 


Ceri Marsh & 

Laura Keogh u J v 

For Metro Canada”* m 9 h 

I Don't. be IouIeC by the simplicity 
of this pasta recipe, it delivers 
| incredibly deep end complex 
Havocs, cut of the uny time it 
demands of you. Which may ex- 
[ plain our addiction to it. 

Ready in 

I Prep time: 5 minutes 
Total ume: 20 minutes 

Serves 4 

Ingredients 

I * 500 g penne pasta 

■ 4 cups baby Spinach Or arugula 
■ > It'll Cup sundned tomatoes, 

I diced (not packed in oil) 

* 1/4 cup olive oil 
| * 1 large clove garlic 
I -1 tap umami paste 

■ V2 cup shaved Asiago 


cheese, plus 1 tbep 
■ 1 hand fui of basil leaves . 

(about 20), thinly sliced 

Directions 

1. Prepare pasta accord ng Lb 
package direct uns in well-salted 
water. During the last minute of 
cooking time, drop-the spinach 
and sundrred tomatoes into the 
water. Reserve 1 Cup of cooking 
water then drain pasta. 

2 . Pour d rained pasta and vege- i 

tables back mio pot arid mix in 

olive oil. Using a microplane, grate 
garlic into the pasta, add m the 
umami paste, cheese, and stir. 

Loosen up your sauce by adding 
a tablespoon o! reserved pasta 
water at a time until you reach 
desired consistency. . 

3. 3 eve with bi s and Asi- 
agb sprinkled on top. 

FOR MORE MEAL IDEAS, V(5:T 
5WEETP0WCO«t0raCl£500M 


CROSSWORD Canada Across and Down BV KELLY'AM* BUCMASIAN 



ACROSS 

I. Apartment lease 
signer 

7. Bewildered stare 

II. Isthmus of _ (Malay 
Peninsula pan) 

14, "Farcy' 1 rap¬ 
per Iggy 

15. "Is that station on 

PM_ l" ...wondered 

the radio listener 

10. "Well, _ really. 1 ' 

17. Plat type 

13. BemieTaupinori an 
Ellon John classic 

20. Wrapped gar¬ 
ment 

21. Psyche¬ 
delic drug 

23. B.C.s _ t/alley 

24. Smoulder 

26, "Ugh!" 

27, Creative trends 
for adults in the 
world of publish¬ 
ing now: 2 wds. 

33. Contracted 
'ana not 1 

34. Cute laugh, 
when doubled 

35. Bother/irritate 
...in a typo 

37. Idled 

38. Canadian band 
with the 1582 hit "Youf 
Daddy Pon'l Know" 

42, Favourer's vote 

43, Hgts. 

45. darn too¬ 
tin't“ 

46. Mil. rank: 

2 wds. 

48. It made headline;? 
in the world ot rock 
in 1970: 2 wds. 

52. Time off letters 

53. Set of values 

54. Mr. Kutchor 


57 “WeHII...? 1 ' 

5B. Phone rds. 

62. Rather em¬ 
barrassed 
84. Cat who hosts 
#32-Down 

66. Ms. Carreie 

67. _■ 1, "Ghostbust- 
ers" (1984) vehicle 


6B. Ameiican in¬ 
ventor Thomas 
S9. Party-less pdil- 
icien. puny-ly 

70. District 

71. Lucifer's 

DOWN 

1. On-people pix 


2. Canadian pundit 
Mr. Levant 

3. flesh mi _, CBC 
joumalial 

4. Sackviile. N B.'s 
Mount _ University 
6 Omahate lii'P state 

6. "Tall It to My Heart" 
smger Ms. Dayne 


7. Populated region 
around western 
I ake Ontario as it's 
known: 2 wdg. 

&. 'Legend' suffix. 

9 Golfer's norms 

10. Mr. Cstevei 

11. Bookshelf 
trinket 


12.Santa ^Cali¬ 
fornia 

13. Office memo 
abbr. 

IS. Wintertime dr nfc 
by the lire 
22. Go downhill 
25. Producer,^song¬ 
writer Mi. Lange 
27 House: Spanish 

28. Teeth care 
brand 

29. Company's 
stationery 

30. Basic cat¬ 
egory [abbr.] 

31. wager 

32. 'SY' Of SYT TUD: 

2 wds. 

3fi. Kennel cry 

39. Olive of car¬ 
toons 

40. Celebrity chef 
Ms. Drummond 

41. Margarine 

44. Health: French 
47. Try that food 
sample: 2 wds. 

49. Saint-_ (South ol 
France resort) 

50. Randy Bach’ 
man's "70s gr. 

51. ___ Scholar 

54._Spumante 

wine 

55- Knee-to-arkfo 
midpoint 

56, Album ot t967: 
'The Velvet Under¬ 
ground & 

59. Queen in "Fro¬ 
zen" (2013) 

00. Mr. Trotsky 
61. Thesaurus en¬ 
tries., for short 
63. RR depot 
65. Writer Ms. 
LaShan 


* IT'S ALL IN THE STARS by Sally Brompton 


' Aries March 21 - April 20 
Progress arrives through taking 
chances and rejecting traditional 
ways ot doing things. The more 
others fry to persuade that now is 
not the time to try something new, 
the more confident you should be. 

Taurus April 21 - May 21 
Today you will demand to have your 
say. Ot hers will be so shocked they 
mig ht actua II y listen tor a change. 

If not, don't be afraid to shout) 

II Gemini May 22 - June- 21 
Be aware of others.' doubts but 
don't let them influence you loo 
much. Have confidence in your¬ 
self. with you r ru ler Mercu ry i n one 
of the better areas ol your chart 
you won't lack for self-belief. 


6 Cancel June 22 - July 23 
For the next 24 hours, others may not 
be telling you the truth, ft does not 
matter how good a deal you're being 
ottered, if there is the slightest doubt 
in your mind you must turn it down, 

Leo July 24 - Aug. 23 
Don't be too herd on people whose 
beliefs ere different from your own. 
They ere as entitled to their way ol 
thinking, so be tolerant it that's not 
possbie. just stay out of their way. 

nr Virgo Aug. 24 - Sfipt. 23 
You may not take kindly to outsiders 
telling you how to do things hut 
perhaps on this occasion you should 
listen If they are all saying much (he 
same thing it may be 3 sign that they 
are on to something. Think about it. 


m Libra Sept. 24 - Oct. 23 
Mercu ry in Aqua r ius, is still doi ng 
wonders lor your confidence. Today, 
go oul ot your way to show the world 
what you can do. Don't let anyone 
tell you that you are aiming too hsgh. 

HI Scorpio Oct. 24 - NOv. 22 
This is an emotional time for you. 

Be careful not to lei little, everyday 
things get you down, Strive to see 
the good in your life and in every¬ 
one you know. It's still there — it just 
takes a bit more effort to recognize. 

? Sagittarius Nov. 23 - Dec. 21 
Usually ymi like to hear bolh sides 
of every story but today you will 
come down strongly in favour of 
one particular viewpoint, Don't beat 
about the bush — say your piece. 


Capricorn Dec. 22 - Jen. 20 
You are under no obligation to be 
nice to someone but realize that they 
may be useful to you in the near lu¬ 
lu re, so try to stay on good terms. 

■w Aquarius Jan. 21 - Feb. 19 
Anything is possible today but Lhat'S 
not an invitation to ignore common 
sense and take on a task that ir? clear¬ 
ly not worth the rime and energy that 
will be required to make it work Be 
selective in your enthusiasms, 

Pisces Feb. 20 - March 20 
Don't give away too much informa¬ 
tion. Play your cards close to your 
chest and keep those yon work wish 
guessing what your next move might 
be. The less they know tire bigger 
your personal advantage wtlf be. 



CONCEPT IS SUDOKU 


Fvery rove column and box contains 1-9 
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As Seen In Metro! 


Shop The Sweet Potato 

'haw ' V 

Chronicles Cookbook 

to feed 
i family 

i| mymetrostore.ca 

#AP you»***y 





























































































































































































SMART 


TOYOTA 


Off Flood 
PKG 


ComiBnimoe 


S - K#EC'6G56B 


s 19,888 


smartb 






v_ 


TOYOTA HIGHLANDER LE AWD 


S K#F2O0S14 


STK#FO27B40 


STK#G-j2327 1 


s 229 


s 265 


$37988 


$37,488 


$43,888 


LilWEEKL T 


BIWEEKLY 



TOYOTA CANIRY If 


WAS *25,475 


WAS >41,7U> 


WAS >41,680 


WAS 5 49,523 


TOYOTA RAV4 LE AWO 


STK#F07012t 
HEATED SEATS 

WAS S 25 1 475 



2015 CAMRY’S 

- AT OR BELOW COST - 


STK#G426SS4 
UPGRADE PKG 

WAS *31,341 



EARN EROPLAN MILES now you can earn aero plan miles when 

YOU PURCHASE,. TEST DRIVE OR SERVICE YOUR 
TOYOTA VEHICLE AT TOYOTA ON THE TRAIL 


aeroplan 


OCR WHEN YOU 
TESTW9VE 

ABtOPUN A NEW 

MILES T0V ™ 


50 000 when 
AEROPLAN YnUTDHJTA 


MILES 


ANEW 

TOYOTA 


EARN 2 fohfvfrv 

jLBkQnjud S 2 YOU SPEND 
till rr WNENYOU SEHV 1 CE 
MILtS YOURltJVOTA 



A 

TOYOTA 

ON THE TRAIL 


5210 Calgary Trail Edmonton Ab. 

780.809.4685 


WWW*t 



NEW VEHICLE PAYMENTS BASED ON M MONTH TERM $4.49% APR OAC ADVERTISED PRICES INCLUDE ALL APPLICABLE FEES. TAXES AND LEVIES, EXCEPT FOR GST. 

EXAMPLE 2015 CAMRY STK*FDTO12l $141 BAV X MONTHS AT 4 49% APR COS S4.K6. VEHICLES MAY NOT BE EXACTLY AS SHOWN. SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS OFFER ENDS FEBRUARY 20TH 20l@. 





























